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Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition:
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Print on Demand *****.The effort of Turkey s ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP) to elect one of its own to be president
of the Republic provoked a crisis. The nominee, Foreign
Minister Abdullah Gul, has roots in Turkey s Islamist movement
and his wife wears a head scarf, which some secularists
consider a symbol of both Islamism and backwardness.
Moreover, because AKP already controls the prime ministry
and parliament, some argued that the balance of political
power would be disturbed if the party also assumed the
presidency. The opposition boycotted the first round of the
vote for president in parliament and engaged in mass
demonstrations against the possibility of an AKP president. The
Republican People s Party (CHP) asked the Constitutional Court
to annul the vote, and the General Staff of the armed forces
warned that the military is the defender of secularism and
would act if needs be. After the Court invalidated the vote,
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan called early national
elections and proposed a package of constitutional
amendments, including one for the direct election of president.
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