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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In the United States, female seminaries and their antecedents, the
female academies, were crucial first institutions that played a vital role in liberating women from the home
sphere, a locus that was the primary domain of Euro-American women. The female seminaries founded by
Native Americans and African Americans had different founding rationales but also played a key role in
empowering women. On the whole, the initial intent of these schools was to prepare women for their proper
role in American society as wives and mothers. An unintended effect, however, was to prepare women for the
first socially accepted profession for women: teaching. Thus equipped, women played a crucial role in the
development of American education at all levels while achieving varying degrees of social justice for themselves
and other groups through engagement in the reform movements of their times--including women s suffrage,
abolition, temperance, and mental health reform. By recapturing the role religion played in shaping education
for women, Welch and Ruelas offer a refreshing take on history that draws on several primary texts and details
more than one hundred female seminaries and academies opened in the United States. Welch and Ruelas have
done an excellent job of recovering the valuable contribution of women in laying the educational foundation
for their sisters in every facet of the Christian academy. Their solid, hard work provides a wealth of material on
the beginning of, not only small women s colleges, but some of our most prestigious institutions of higher
education. . . . Women in the contemporary academy, and all who are concerned with social justice and giving
women well deserved credit for their contributions to building solid...
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