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Geological Survey of Colorado and New Mexico, 1869 Sir: In accordance with your instructions dated
Washington, April 1, 1869, I have the honor to transmit my preliminary field report of the United States
geological survey of Colorado and New Mexico, conducted by me, under your direction, during the past season.
A portion of your instructions is as follows: You will proceed to the field of your labors as soon as the necessary
arrangements can be made and the season will permit, and your attention will be especially directed to the
geological, mineralogical and agricultural resources of the Territories herein designated; you will be required
to ascertain the age, order of succession, relative position, dip, and comparative thickness of the diGerent
strata and geological formations, and examine with care all the beds, veins, and other deposits, of ores, coals,
clays, marls, peat, and other mineral substances, as well as the fossil remains of the diGerent formations; and
you will also make full collections in geology, mineralogy, and paleontology, to illustrate your notes taken in the
field. In accordance with the above instructions I proceeded to Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory, where my
preparations and outfit were made. My assistants were selected as follows: 1. James Stevenson, managing
director and general assistant. 2. Henry W. Elliott, artist. 3. Rev. Cyrus Thomas, entomologist and botanist. 4.
Persifer Frazer, jr., mining engineer and metallurgist. 5. E. C. Carrington, jr., zoologist. 6. B. H. Cheever, jr.,
general assistant. Five men were also employed, three of them as teamsters, one as laborer, and the other one
as cook. As soon as my preparations were completed, my...
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