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PREFACE: | HAD intended to undertake a further examination of the literary production of the nineteenth
century, both with the object of making clear certain con clusions implied but not explained by the writers who
had supported them, and also of confuting certain prejudices still current, as well as of suggesting certain new
views. But my main object has always been the consideration of the poetry, which is what should properly be
the task of literary criticism and history, although a good many writers who pretend to be professional critics
are too apt to forget this fact. Other studies have, however, stood, and still stand, in the way of this, rendering it
impossible for me to bring to an end what | had begun so | am now gathering together the notes which | had
pub lished here and there upon some of the poets and men of letters of the nineteenth century, without,
however, abandoning the hope of some day com pleting and continuing them, in such a way as to furnish a
fairly adequate picture of the poetry of that period. Needless to say that the choice of authors discussed in the
present volume has been determined solely by the fact that | chanced to re-read them in that order. It will
likewise be unnecessary to remark that my notes have no pretension to being substituted for the many -
valuable studies already in existence upon the authors in question, but would rather serve as a link in further
development, while offering vi Preface here and there some corrections where such are needful. They also do
not pretend to exhaust all...
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