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the States of Holland, in Le Clerc, i. 345, and Basnage, i. 342. gratulations of his sovereign, and to offer to him
CHAP, the support of the Spanish monarch, if he should 1H feel desirous to rise a step higher, and assume the
style and office of king. To so flattering a message, a most courteous answer was returned; and the
ambassador proceeded to propose an alliance between the two powers, of which the great object should be to
confine within reasonable bounds the ambition of France, which, for so many years, had disturbed the
tranquillity of Europe. This was the sole advantage to which Philip looked: to Cromwell the benefit would be,
that France might be compelled to refuse aid and harbour to Charles Stuart and his followers; and to contract
the obligation of maintaining jointly with Spain the protector in the government of the three kingdoms.
Cromwell listened, but gave no answer: he appointed commissioners to discuss the proposal, but forbad them
to make any promise, or to hold out any hope of his acquiescence. When Don Alonzo communicated to them
the draft of a treaty which he had all but concluded with the deputies appointed by the late parliament, he was
asked whether the king of Spain would consent to a free trade to the West Indies; would omit the clause
respecting the inquisition; reduce to an equality the...
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