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University of lowa Press, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm. Language: English
. Brand New Book. In 1949, lowa farm wife Evelyn Birkby began to write a weekly column entitled Up a Country
Lane for the Shenandoah Evening Sentinel , now called the Valley News . Sixty-three years, one Royal
typewriter, and five computers later, she is still creating a weekly record of the lives and interests of her family,
friends, and neighbours. Her perceptive, closely observed columns provide a multigenerational biography of
rural and small-town life in the Midwest over decades of change. Now she has sifted through thousands of
columns to give us her favourites, guaranteed to delight her many longtime and newfound fans. Evelyn begins
with her very first column, whose focus on the Christmas box prepared by a companionable group of farm
wives, the constant hard work of farming, and an encounter with an elderly stranger over a yard of red
gingham sets the tone for future columns. Optimistic even in the wake of sorrow, generous-spirited but not
smug, humorous but not folksy, wise but not preachy, Evelyn welcomes the adventures and connections that
each new day brings, and she masterfully shares them with her readers. Tales of separating cream on the back
porch at Cottonwood Farm, raising a teddy bear of a puppy in addition to a menagerie of other animals,
surviving an endless procession of Cub and Boy Scouts, appreciating a little boy s need to take his toy tractor to
church, blowing out eggs to make an Easter egg tree, shopping for bargains on the day before Christmas,
camping in a converted Model T house car, and adjusting to the fact of one s tenth decade of existence all
merge to form a world composed of kindness and...
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