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Before entering upon a discussion of this very important subject, it may not be amiss for me, being a Southern
man, to oEer an apology for meddling in the politics of the day. Were the interests of the Northern people alone
evolved in the issue of the coming campaign, I should certainly not feel excusable in doing this, but inasmuch as
the principles involved extend to the people of the most remote Southern States, and are also of vital
importance to them, I not only consider it my privilege, but actually my duty, to express my sentiments freely on
this most important occasion. In the first place I will remark that I have not come here with two sets of
sentiments; one for the North, the other for the South. I therefore expect to advance the same sentiments here
that I did there, even the same for which I was arrested and imprisoned, they being my honest convictions. I will
also state that I am not allied nor pledged to the principles of any party, but advocate exclusively such
measures as I honestly and conscientiously believe to be best for the people of ill sections of the country. But if,
in doing his I should advance any sentiments not in accordance with those of my Republican or Democratic
brethren, they will please pardon me for so doing when I inform them that it is a conscientious belief that I am
in the discharge of my duty, that prompts me so to speak. Having been very kindly treated by my Republican
and Democratic brethren since I came North,...
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