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Excerpt: . The Destruction of St. Pierre. chapter I. The Lesser
Antilles are inconspicuous on the map of the West Indies.
Stretching between Porto Rico and the northeastern coast of
South America in a line that curves like the crescent of the new
moon, they are so overshadowed by Cuba, Hayti, and Porto
Rico as to attract little or no attention in a hasty scrutiny of a
chart of the Islands of the Caribbean. They have played no
great part in the world s history, but what little prominence
they have had has been the prominence of misfortune. They
have been the scenes of bloody conflicts between Spanish,
English, and French colonists. They have been pillaged by
pirates, devastated by floods and hurricanes, shaken by
earthquakes. Despite the fact that they lie bathed in almost
continual sunshine, seeming to be very paradises, with their
noble...
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